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where a stork was holding one in his beak. And Bertram, the gardener,
told me that people bought them at the market like little ducks. But I
know that isn't true. Tell me, Madam, how do they come?"
At this period curiosity about sex and awareness of sex
differences is natural and should be satisfied in a matter-
of-fact way.52 The importance of getting a wholesome atti-
tude toward sex at this early age cannot be overemphasized.
Where there are a number of children in the family this
curiosity is early satisfied in the daily routine of washing
and dressing. When the child asks questions about sex and
procreation, he should be enlightened and reassured. His
anxiety is increased by tenseness, secrecy, suppression, or
disgust expressed in the adult's manner. In the preschool
years children should learn to accept their respective mascu-
line and feminine roles and to be spontaneous in the normal
expression of their affection.
Jealousy. — Jealousy of brothers or sisters seems to be
associated more often with age differences of from eighteen
to forty-two months than with age differences either greater
or less than that amount. Sewall 53 found a steady decrease
in jealousy as children advanced in age from two to eight
years and also * a decrease with increase in size of family.
The data concerning relationship of jealousy to intelligence
were inconclusive, although there was a slight increase in
the proportion of children showing jealousy as groups with
progressively higher intelligence were considered. Teachers
and parents may help the preschool child to combat jealousy
by building up his self-respect, by encouraging him to take
an active interest in other children, and by giving him assur-
ance of their interest and affection.
DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONALITY
Personality may be defined as the continuous organization
of those patterns of mental and motor activity that consti-
tute the individual's typical adjustments to his environment.
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 53	Mabel Sewall, "Some Causes of Jealousy in Young Children," Smith Col-
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